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Sound management of chemicals and waste beyond 2020  

 

Annotated outline – prepared by the co-chairs of the intersessional process 

 

The second meeting of the intersessional process considering SAICM and the sound 

management of chemicals and waste beyond 2020 took place from 13-15 March 2018 in 

Stockholm. At the meeting the co-chairs were requested to develop a paper for submission to 

the third session of the Open-ended Working Group to be used as a basis for discussion. The 

co-chairs would develop the paper in consultation with the Bureau and with the support of the 

secretariat and would be based on the outcomes of the first and second intersessional meetings 

and take into account stakeholder submissions and the outcomes of the recently convened 

regional meetings.   

The attached paper sets out the proposed annotated outline for the sound management of 

chemicals and waste beyond 2020 taking into consideration the contributions received until date in 

the process.  

The paper, in its final version, will be submitted by the co-chairs to the third meeting of the 

Strategic Approach Open-ended Working Group (OEWG3) for its consideration and possible 

use. OEWG3 will also be informed by the draft independent evaluation for the Strategic 

Approach from 2006-2015 and the findings of the Global Chemicals Outlook II (GCO-II). 

The attached annotated outline has been designed to seek feedback from the ICCM5 Bureau on 

the co-chairs’ proposed approach for further developing the paper for the third session of the 

Open-ended Working Group.   

The ICCM5 Bureau is asked to provide input to the co-chairs on the proposed approach and 

structure set out within the attached annotated outline at the Bureau meeting to be held on 21 

and 22 June 2018.   
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ATTACHMENT 

 

 

Sound management of chemicals and waste beyond 20201  

 

Annotated Outline 

Preamble 

[Text to be inserted describing the substantive context in which the document has been drafted, 

including reference to relevant declarations, resolution and decisions with bearings on sound 

management of chemicals and waste. These could include the Sustainable Development Goals 

adopted by the General Assembly as well as relevant resolutions and decisions adopted by the 

governing bodies of multilateral environmental agreements and the IOMC organizations.] 

 

(I) Introduction 

At its fourth session, the International Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM4), through 

its resolution IV/4, launched an intersessional process for providing recommendations, for 

consideration at its fifth session in 2020, on the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals 

Management and the sound management of chemicals and waste beyond 2020.  

The sound management of chemicals and waste is a global approach, fostering a comprehensive 

multi-stakeholder, multi sectoral and proactive national and global approach for engagement, 

includes both binding and non-binding approaches and contributes to the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development.  Building on the results, experiences and lessons learned of the 

Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM) from its initiation in 2006, 

it provides a platform for sectors and stakeholders to work together to protect human health and 

the environment from harmful effects of chemicals and waste across the lifecycle.   

[Additional introductory text to be inserted, including possible reference to some of the relevant 

substantive elements from e.g. the Dubai Declaration and other relevant reference points.] 

 

(II)  Scope 

[Text to be inserted, building on the text from the Strategic Approach Overarching Policy Strategy 

combined with additional text on waste (hazardous waste, associated waste, etc).] 

The Strategic Approach has a scope that includes: 

A) Environmental, economic, social, health and labour aspects of chemical safety, 

B) Agricultural and industrial chemicals, with a view to promoting sustainable 

development and covering chemicals at all stages of their life-cycle, including in products. 

The beyond 2020 approach should take due account of instruments and processes that have been 

developed to date and be flexible enough to deal with new ones without duplicating efforts. 

 

                                                           
1 Note:  There is a need to reflect on the overall title and any related acronym. 
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The involvement of all relevant sectors and stakeholders along the value chain, at the local, 

national, regional and global levels, through voluntary and legally-binding approaches is seen 

as critical to sound management of chemicals and waste beyond 2020. 

The main stakeholders are understood to be: [text to be inserted] 

The main sectors are understood to be: [text to be inserted] 

 

(III) Vision 

The vision for the sound management of chemicals and waste beyond 20202 is: 

Working together to prevent and reduce harm from chemicals and waste throughout their life-

cycle. 

[A short communicative slogan will also be developed.] 

 

(IV) Principles and approaches 

In developing and implementing the sound management of chemicals and waste, stakeholders 

should be guided by the following:  

[Text to be inserted, building upon existing principles and approaches from the Strategic 

Approach Overarching Policy Strategy and updating them as appropriate to include areas such as 

gender.] 

 

a. Principles and approaches in the following: 

i.  Stockholm Declaration on the Human Environment, in particular Principle 22;  

ii.  Rio Declaration on Environment and Development; 

iii.  Agenda 21, in particular chapters 6, 8, 19 and 20; 

iv.  United Nations Millennium Declaration; 23, 24; 

v.   Bahia Declaration on Chemical Safety; 

vi.  Johannesburg Plan of Implementation; and 

 

b. The following agreements, where applicable to them: 

i.  Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer; 

ii.  Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes and 

their Disposal; 

iii.  Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous 

Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade; 

iv.  Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants; 

                                                           
2 Vision is taken from the report of the second meeting of the intersessional process.  
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v. ILO Convention No. 170 concerning safety in the use of chemicals at work; 

vi. Minamata Convention; 

vii. 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  

 

(V) Strategic objectives for the sound management of chemicals and waste 

The sound management of chemicals and waste has the following strategic objectives3: 

a) Promote the generation of knowledge, data and information and ensure it is available and 

accessible to all; 

b) Promote legal and institutional frameworks, implementation and enforcement; 

c) Promote actions on issues of concern, complementing relevant existing initiatives; 

d) Address global challenges inherent to managing chemicals in products, global supply chains as 

well as promote lifecycle approaches and resource efficiency; 

e) Maximize the benefits of chemicals to all through innovation. 

[Note:  Each of the strategic objectives will have associated measurable targets and milestones as 

well as specific linkages to the Sustainable Development Goals. This section will be developed 

further by the co-chairs.] 

 

  

                                                           
3 The strategic objectives are indicative of nature and may be further developed by the co-chairs in their further 

drafting of the paper.   
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(VI)   Governance  

Governance arrangements to support the sound management of chemicals and waste include the 

following:  

a) High-level engagement 

b) International Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM)  

i. Assess overall progress of the sound management of chemicals and waste 

c) The mandate, role and composition of the Bureau of the International Conference on 

Chemicals Management   

d) The mandate, functions and composition of a Scientific Working Group 

e) Regional cooperation and coordination  

f) Engagement of the IOMC organizations and chemicals and waste-related conventions   

g) The functions of the SMCW secretariat   

 

[Note:  Text to be inserted per sub-heading.] 

 

(VII) Financial considerations 

Financial considerations for the sound management of chemicals and waste include, amongst 

other things: 

a) Integrated approach to financing: 

i. Mainstreaming 

ii. Industry involvement 

iii. Dedicated external financing, Special Programme and the GEF;  

b) Specific fund for the sound management of chemicals and waste; 

c) Establishment of and engagement in multi-sectoral partnerships, linked to Sustainable 

Development Goal 17; 

d) Financing the SMCW secretariat. 

 

[Note:  Text to be inserted per sub-heading.] 

 

_________________________ 


